Clinicians' knowledge and practice of data protection legislation and information management.
The aim of this study was to review current legislation and guidance on information governance and to audit clinicians' management of confidential patient information and knowledge of published guidelines in a teaching hospital. A questionnaire was developed based on published Department of Health, General Dental Council and National Health Service guidance. This was then piloted and distributed to clinicians to complete. A review of the current guidance revealed many confusing and unclear areas. However, clinicians' knowledge of information governance was generally good, with an overall correct response rate of 73%. All clinicians have an ethical and legal obligation to protect confidential patient data and to be aware of their responsibilities. Local guidelines need to be clarified to help clinicians to manage patient data effectively.